"INSPIRING THE NEXT GENERATION...FOR 50 YEARS"
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DESK OF

Last month, I focused on the importance of
maintaining a thankful spirit and to not allow the
busyness of the season to cause us to become
stressed and distracted from what the season
should be all about. This month, I want to take a
few moments to focus on the Christmas season,
and what I feel is the true spirit of Christmas: the
love of God towards us and the gift of His Son.
No one is more of a Christmas “junkie” than I am.
Anyone that knows me well is aware that I thoroughly
enjoy watching Hallmark Christmas movies. If you
come into my office, you will hear Christmas music
starting November 1, and our house is decorated for
Christmas on Thanksgiving weekend. It is so easy to
get caught up in the fun of the season that we forget
why we as Christians should celebrate Christmas,
and I can be as guilty as anyone. I recently heard a
new song that was a great reminder about this,
“Christmas is All About You” by Mallory Hope.
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[Verse 1]
I like stockings on the fireplace, the snow that's on
the ground
The hustle and the bustle, the crazy of the crowd
I love feeling like a kid again, gingerbread and
peppermints
All the magic in the air this time of year
[Verse 2]
I like gathering up the family, making our new
memories
The cooking and the caroling, all the movies on TV
I love sitting here with my kids, the same way that
my parents did
Telling them what Christmas really is
[Chorus]
All the lights can't compare to how bright Your love
lights up the world
All the presents 'round the tree aren't as perfect
and priceless as the gift You are to me
Help me remember as December rushes through,
a baby in a manger brings the truth
Christmas is all about You
As we approach this Christmas season, enjoy all of
the festivities, but also make sure we spend time
remembering what Christmas is all about – the birth
of the greatest gift of all, God’s Son Jesus, who came
to die for our sins on the cross of Calvary so we
could have a relationship with God for all eternity.
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John Storey, Senior Consultant from School
Growth, joined us at our December UBCS Board
Meeting to review the Board’s progress with our
strategic plan development.
All Board members were assigned tasks back in
October which we finalized and reviewed with John.
You would be pleased with the time and effort spent
against these tasks. John also provided a topline of
the focus groups he conducted with different
stakeholders (students, alumni, parents, staff and
faculty) back in October. We had robust discussions
on where we go next which consumed our entire
meeting.
John commended us on the work accomplished to
date but warned us that we are at a danger point.
Many schools get to the point we are at in
developing a strategic plan and then move no
further.
Through the grace of God, we intend to push
through and agree on 3-4 strategic objectives with
specific measures and timetables to be completed
over the next 3-4 years. We plan to finalize the
objectives in January, develop the strategies for
each one by February, and write the plan by April so
we can share with the UBCS Family in May before
we end our school year.
As always, pray that God would give us the strength
to finish this work. In the meantime, have a Blessed
Christmas and Happy New Year!
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FACULTY FOCUS
NAME | STEPHEN DUCKWORTH
HS SCIENCE TEACHER; DRAMA/SCHOOL PLAY DIRECTOR
COLLEGE | Bob Jones University
DEGREE | Composite Science Education

FAMILY | Wife - Jessica & Baby on the way!
HOBBIES | Sports, PS4, Board Games
FAVORITE SPORT/TEAM TO WATCH | Eagles, Phillies, and Flyers
LIFE VERSE: I don't really have one. Although I know that seems really "un-spiritual" to put down; I just feel like the
Bible is best taken in larger contexts and also as you go through life changes different portions of scripture speak for
personally at times than others.
What lead you to teaching at a Christian School? I always enjoyed school, and especially science and my high
school science teacher. I always felt the Lord leading me into education.
How did you get connected to UBCS? I graduated from here. (My mom was the 2nd ever kindergarten teacher here
and met my dad at Bethel.)
What has been your favorite part about teaching at UBCS? Interaction with students; just talking with them and
joking with them.
What does Christian Education mean to you? Learning the skills and knowledge one needs to fulfill their God-given
purpose in life while developing a world-view that allows one to apply information through the lens of the scriptures.
As you work with today's young people, what advice do you have for them about knowing what God wants
them to do with their life? Often times kids are nervous about the future (Truthfully, most adults can be that way
too.) No one really knows what tomorrow will bring or where they'll be ten years from now. Hopefully, we want to follow
God, but many students can get hung up on worrying: "is it possible to unknowingly miss out on some great, glorious
path God has for me?" They get afraid of messing up the details of God's plan for them (college choices, major
choices, etc.).
God has given us everything we need to know about His will for us in the scriptures. Those are the details we should
worry about. For everything else, God is big enough to keep us on track. I'm reminded of a little phrase in the movie
"Cinderella." (The live action one; I can only quote this because it's one of my wife's favorite movies... don't judge
me...) The phrase is: "Have courage, and be kind." I'll reword it to fit our Christian audience as "Have faith, and be
Christ." The scriptures give us all we need to know to live godly - like Christ. This is God's will for us. We need to have
the character and compassion to serve others, share Christ, and stand for Him. Then, have the faith that God will work
out the other details.
God is bigger than your college choice. He'll put you where he wants you (just ask Jonah, or Abraham, or Joseph,
etc.). If your focus is to live out the gospel to others, God will certainly place you exactly where you need to be.

P.S. I just thought I'd add, I'm excited about about my new "bio documentary" coming out soon: "Aquaman"
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MEET THE COACH
HEAD COACH

BRIAN BARTH

YEARS COACHED | 5th year
FAVORITE SPORT TO PLAY | Basketball
FAVORITE TEAM TO WATCH | Philadelphia 76ers

What led you to UBCS? my wife, Lynn, grew up at
UBCS. I attended Calvary Baptist, Lansdale.
What do you coach at UBCS? Varsity Guys' Basketball
What is your goal for your team? Grow closer to God
and each other, while developing their God-given talents
What is the most rewarding part of being a coach?
Getting to know my players on a deeper level, beyond the
"X's and O's" of basketball
What life lessons has God taught you through
coaching? Patience, Communication.
What has God taught you about the role athletics can
play in the lives of young people? Sports teaches you
life lessons; It reveals your character and is a door into
your heart. This allows coaches the opportunity to help
guide and shape that character, through the means of
basketball.
We would also like to give a special shout out to our
Varsity Basketball Assistant Coaches: Jeff Greene, Nate
Boykin, & Jared Roberts! Thank you for investing in lives
of our young men and our UBCS Sports Program!

TO CHECK OUT OUR GAME SCHEDULE VISIT OUR
ATHLETICS PAGE AT WWW.UPPERBUCKS.ORG

Basketball season is off to a great start!
Varsity teams kicked it off with a Tip-Off
Tournament with Liditz Christian Academy and
have been doing great since! Both MS Teams
have also made an impact in the lineup of
games with several wins so far! Check out
their full standings at accacsports.com.
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DECEMBER RECAP
DEC
11

THE LIVING CRECHE CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

ART CONTEST
UBCS WINNERS!

K-12th Students presented the Christmas Story through beautiful music, recitations, and riveting selections from the UBCS Band. The Program ended
with everyone joining together to sing 'O Come All Ye Faithful', accompanied by the band and all three choirs. What a sound! A special thanks to our
Music Director, Eric Connors, our Elementary Music Teacher, Miss Kach, and our Band Director, Al Zwart, for an excellent and God-glorifying program!

Each December, Crossroads
Pregnancy Care holds a
Christmas Card contest where
5th graders from area Christian
schools submit their interpretation
of the Christmas story in the form
of a picture. Crossroads
determines a winner, runner up,
and honorable mentions. The
winner’s picture is then used on
Crossroads’ Christmas Card that
is sent out to all their supporters.

UBCS is PROUD to share that
our very own Justin Lee won
first place!! Wesley Trexler
and Lilly Alvarez received
honorable mentions. All 3
students were recognized by
Crossroads’ Executive
Director, Walt Zamros, at the
UBCS Christmas program.
Well done kids! We are proud
of you!

UPCOMING EVENTS
JANUARY 9-11

SEMESTER EXAMS
High School Exams will take place on
Wednesday - Friday, January 9-11
.
MS and HS students and parents, please
view the detailed schedule on the weekly
family announcements email from
December 14.

J A N U A R Y 11

QUARTER 2 ENDS
Friday, January 11, is the last day of
the 1st Semester.

JANUARY 22-25

SPIRIT WEEK & JAMBOREE
Monday - No School
Tuesday - Animal Day
Wednesday - Hero/Villain Day
Thursday - Famous Person
Friday - Red Day (no gold)
for Pep Rally & Jamboree
Night’s “SEA OF RED”

UPPER BUCKS CHRISTIAN SCHOOL NEWSFLYER | DEC 2018 ISSUE
OUR MISSION | To educate the next generation with a Biblical worldview to lead, serve others, and love God.

4

