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OUR  MISSION | To educate the next generation with a Biblical worldview to lead, serve others, and love God. 
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As the month of January draws to an 
end, we are in the middle of the weather 
cycle that leads to cold temperatures and 
often a decent amount of snow. For all of 
us, this weather means different things. 
Some of us love the cold and snow. (I know 
the students do when it means an extra day 
off school.) For others of us, it means an 
inconvenience, and for some of us it means 
long hours of snow removal. Regardless of 
how the snow impacts us, we would all be 
hard pressed to try and deny the beauty of 
seeing a fresh blanket of snow over God’s 
creation. 
 
As I was thinking about this, it reminded me 
of a sign that Mrs. Myers has posted on her 
bulletin board in the art room which reads: 
“Just as each snowflake is unique, so are 
you!  Beautiful, unique, loved, and precious 
in His sight!  Embrace your differences!”   
 
As I read that a while ago, I was struck by 
the truth of that, and the Biblical truths 
represented in it.  ALL of us are a unique 
creation of God.  We are ALL special in His 
sight and loved beyond what we could ever 
imagine.   
 
Here at Upper Bucks Christian School, it is 
our desire to help our students to recognize 
and appreciate this great truth. Whether it is 
academically, socially, how well we excel in 
extra-curricular activities (fine arts, drama, 
athletics), all of the students here at UBCS 
are special and unique. It is our ongoing 
desire to treat them accordingly and to help 
them excel in their strengths, as well as to 
support them in their areas of difficulty. It is 
our commitment to you, as parents of 
Upper Bucks students, that we will always 
do all we can to help all of our students to 
embrace who they are in the Lord Jesus 
and to help them to serve Him and love Him 
to the fullest. 
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Happy New Year UBCS Families! It’s hard to 
believe it is 2019 and before you know it the school 
year will be over. Your UBCS Board met in mid- 
January to continue our work on the UBCS 
Strategic Plan. 
 
Based on the feedback from John Storey, our 
consultant ,and the focus group feedback from the 
UBCS staff, faculty, parents, students, and alumni, 
the UBCS Board is recommending we focus on 
these three strategic goals for the next 3-4 years: 
 
1. School Growth 
2. Fix the Business Model 
3. Implement Technology 
 
We started to develop strategies for each goal to be 
finalized in February. In March, we plan to have 
SMART (Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Realistic, 
and Time Bound) objectives for each strategy and 
settle on a 3 or 4 year plan. The UBCS Strategic 
Plan will be written by April so we can share with 
the all UBCS stakeholders the last week of May 
before we end our school year. Please pray that 
God continues to grant us wisdom in this work. 
 
On a different topic, if anyone is interested in joining 
the UBCS Board please let me or Scott Bergey 
know no later than Feb 15th. We are looking for 
men or women who have proven Christian 
character and a passion for Christian education. 
Board terms are two years and begin July 1. The 
UBCS Board normally meets in the evening on the 
third Thursday in July and then every month 
September through May. Prayerfully consider using 
your talents for UBCS. 

Upper Bucks 
Christian School
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What does Christian Education mean to you? To me, Christian education is part of being "planted by the rivers of water." If 
we can help our young people know the Word as a daily source of nourishment and life, Christian school teachers will be 
equipping our students with what they need in order to find true prosperity in this life. 
 
What lead you to teaching at a Christian School? When I was in high school, I not only didn't go to a Christian school, I 
didn't know anybody who did. But I was very active in my church. My youth group (First Baptist Church in Middleville, 
Michigan) helped me know what it meant to live as a Christian. We even started a Bible study/prayer group that met every 
morning before school in the public school library. I still marvel at God's hand directing me from a small town public school to 
BJU--18 hours away from home.   
 
How and when did you know you wanted to be an English teacher? While I was in college, my younger brothers started 
attending a Christian school. They had good math and history teachers, but they really didn't like their English classes. I got 
frustrated that a Christian school offered an inferior product to what my public school had offered. Even though English had 
never been my favorite class, I knew I'd been exposed to excellent literature, I had a solid foundation in grammar, and I 
learned how to write well in my public school English classes. Christ (and any school bearing His name) deserves our best, not 
a teacher who is just "filling the space." So this accounting major became an English education major! 
 
How did you get connected to UBCS? Believe it or not, Faith Baptist Academy is the connection that brought me to UBCS. I 
was contacted by lots of schools and throwing most of the mail in the trash (because I wanted to be in Michigan near my 
family); one day I noticed an envelope in the trash shared the same zip code as my best friend from college, 18960. I called 
her to see if it was her school (she's the art teacher at Faith). She encouraged me to come, said only good things about her 
rival school, and I made the call. 28 years later, I'm still glad I did! 
 
What is the hardest part of your job? The most rewarding? Students are my favorite part of teaching. Living so far away 
from my family is the hardest part. Watching God become more a part of a student's life is the most rewarding part. Well, 
actually, in the last decade the most rewarding part has been seeing my old students as parents who are bringing up their 
children to love God and serve Him in truth. I am so very proud of them! This year my first "grandstudent" graduates: Connor 
Brittingham!  His dad, Jim Brittingham, was a sophomore when I came to UBCS. Now, that's precious. It just doesn't get any 
better than that! 
 
As you work with today's young people, what advice do you have for them about knowing what God wants them to do 
with their life? When students ask me how they can know what God wants them to do with their lives, my best advice is to get 
busy serving Him NOW. You may not think that working in AWANA will help you to know His will, but that's the first time 
anyone ever suggested to me that I be a teacher. As an 8th grader, I was helping run the game time. The leader told my mom 
she liked the way I encouraged the shy kids to play their hardest. She thought I'd be a good teacher. I'd never considered it 
before. Get busy. God will direct you as long as you will listen. 

FACULTY FOCUSFACULTY FOCUS
NAME | PATTI MCKEOWN

COLLEGE & DEGREE  |  I went to Bob Jones University for 6 1/2 years, earning a BS in English
Education and an MEd in Teaching English. I was a graduate assistant while I was earning my
masters, so I gained valuable classroom experience helping college freshmen pass En101! 

HOBBIES | When I'm not teaching, I love gardening and traveling. During the school year, I
also love watching football (Go, Eagles!).

LIFE VERSE | I'm not sure I've ever settled on a life verse (my favorites change with my need!),
but I've always loved the promise of Psalm 1.  

MS AND HS ENGLISH TEACHER; READING/LITERATURE TEACHER



JANUARY RECAP

UPCOMING EVENTS

U P P E R   B U C K S   C H R I S T I A N   S C H O O L   N E W S F L Y E R  |   J A N   2 0 1 9   I S S U E

OUR  MISSION | To educate the next generation with a Biblical worldview to lead, serve others, and love God. 3

OPEN HOUSENO SCHOOL
Happy 
President's 
Day! 

School at night!  
 

WELCOME 
6:45 PM Church Auditorium  

 
CLASSROOM VISITS  

6:55 PM - 8:45 PM  
 

*NO SCHOOL FRIDAY, MARCH 1
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ACCAC TOURNAMENT

EEEK! IT'S SPIRIT WEEK!

UBCS ON TV! 

The Bucks have been fighting hard! February 
marks the end of the season, so get ready to 

gear up for the final tournament. 
Come out to cheer on OUR BUCKS at Valley 

Forge Baptist Academy!  
 

For more information on where the Bucks 
stand for tournament week, check out 

accacsports.com/upper-bucks. 

J A N 

 22-25

DAY 1 | FAVORITE ANIMAL DAY DAY 2 | HERO/VILLAIN DAY DAY 3 | FAMOUS PERSON DAY DAY 4 | SPIRIT DAY - SEA OF RED!

UBCS students and teachers 
went head to head in a battle of 
knowledge and skill on The ClassH- 
Room via FOX 29.  The Students 
chose to donate their $500 in winnings 
to Crossroads Pregnancy Care. Visit 
The ClassH- Room -Upper Bucks 
Christian School  on YouTube to watch 
the full episode!    
Congratulations to all participants! 

JAN  12  |  2019

ON FOX 29
The ClassH-Room


